Dear
Friends,

This
month
we
celebrate
the last
event in the earthly life of
our Savior, his ascension
back to heaven. It took
place 40 days after he
rose from the dead. He
was with his disciples on
amountain. He gave them
his final instructions.
They were to go and
make disciples of all
nations, baptizing and
teaching God's word. It
was pretty clear what
Jesus wanted them to do.

But they had
different ideas. Right
before he ascended,
the disciples asked
Jesus if he was going
to set up his kingdom
on  earth. They
probably did not hear
Jesus say to Pontius
Pilate, “my kingdom
is not of this world”
but they had been
with  Jesus long
enough that they should
have understood. They
should have joyfully
carried out their mission
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of spreading the good
news about Jesus until it
was time for them to join
him in heaven.

We have heard all
that our Lord has taught.
We have heard time and
time again that we are to
be his witnesses in this
world as we wait for him
to bring us home to
heaven. But like the
disciples we get confused.
We would like a kingdom
on earth where everything
would go well for us. We
would like a kingdom on
earth where we could
have a little bit of power,
especidly over those

unbelievers. We would
like a kingdom on earth
so we would not have to
work and struggle so
much as Christians.

Jesus reminds us
again, “My kingdom is
not of this world.” This
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is awonderful truth for us
to celebrate. Thisworld is
sinful. In this sinful world
we commit sins. In this
sinful world we suffer
because of our own sin
and the sins of others. In
this sinful world we will
face the fina result of
being conceived in sin
and daily sinning against
our God, that result is
death.
Thank God that
Jesus came to this sinful
world to be perfectly free
from sin. Thank God that
Jesus came to this sinful
world to pay for all our
sins with his holy
precious blood and
innocent sufferings and
death. Thank God that
Jesus rose from the dead
to prove he had defeated
the enemies that plague
us in this sinful world
and to assure us that
we will live with him
forever in heaven.
Thank God that
Jesus ascended to
heaven where he rules
everything in this
sinful world and will
use everything in this
sinful world to bring us
out of it and safely home
to heaven. We will have a
Special service to
celebrate ascension and
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remember that Jesus
kingdom and therefore
our kingdom will not be
in this sin-filled world,
but will bein heaven.

God blessyou al,

Pastor Matt Brown

MAY
Service Schedule

Sunday, 10:45 AM:
Spiritual Growth
Study & Children®
Sunday School
followed by
Fellowship & Worship

Sunday, May 13" -
Mother’s Day, will be
at 3:00 PM instead of

10:45
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This year some of the
men of Beautiful Savior
Lutheran  Church in
Clarksville are part of a
men®
softball
league.
Our
team has
only
played
two
games and lost one of
them but in the process
we had a great time
playing together. Even
though we might not be
the best team out there,
we certainly have the
most fun and one of the
loudest cheering sections.

Softball teams,
soccer teams, or even
teams at work make it
possible to join together
to work towads a
common goal and
purpose. But on every
team there will always be
a variety of backgrounds,
ideas, strengths, and
weaknesses. That's what
makes a team work. It's
no longer just about an
individual working or
playing aone but about
the  group  working
together.

As believers we
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are united with Christians
throughout the world. In a
way we are like one huge
team. Although we might
come from different
places, backgrounds, and
have different tastes in
food or different
allegiances to  sports
teams, we all are united in
Christ. It is a comfort to
know that Our Redeemer
Lutheran Church in Union
City is not alone in the
work of spreading the
gospel  message. Our
church is united together

as a team in the
Wisconsin  Evangelical
Lutheran  Synod in

sharing the Word of God
around the world. From
Union City, to
Clarksville, to Hong
Kong, to Cameroon, and

to Leipzig there are
pastors, teachers, staff
ministers, and

missionaries working on
God’'s team to share Jesus
with people. So come out
and join God's team as
we share the life changing
message of Christ!

Your Vicar,

David Parsons
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Bless Mothers
Everywhere

Dear Lord, thank you
for the gift of life you
gave me through my
mother. | also thank
you for the time and
love she has given me
during my life. Bless
mothers everywhere
with love, patience,
under standing, and
strength to carry out
their special work.
Lead children every-
wher e to be thankful
for their mothers.
Keep families every-
wher e faithful to your
Word. In Jesus name.

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN SYNOD (WELS)
ANNOUNCES GENEROUS
GIFT FROM DONOR

An anonymous WEL S
family has announced its
intent to donate
approximately $2.5
million ayear for the next
five yearsto support the
synod’s ministry. A
foundation previously set
up by the family will also
contribute approximately
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$170,000 a year for the
next two years to support
WEL S worker-training
schools. According to the
donor, the funds will be
available this calendar
year.

It'snot clear yet
exactly what the gift
means for the synod’'s
budget and ministry. The
Synodical Council isto
discuss the matter at its
next meeting April 27 and
28. Even so, WELS
President Karl Gurgel is
grateful. “We react with
double gratitude,” he said.
“First, we're surely
grateful that God has
lavished this unexpected
gift on us. Second, God's
goodness inspires all of us
to meet the remaining
challenges before us.”

The family’s
pastor said the family is
truly grateful for their
own personal blessings,
and in view of the gift of
eternal life through
Christ, they are offering
thisgift totheLordto
support WEL S ongoing
ministry.
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WELS LAUNCHES
INTERNET MEDIA
NETWORK, STREAMS

On May 1, WEL S will
launch its Internet media
network, Streams
(http://streams.wels.net).
Streamsisavauable
resource for Web users,
providing information in a
variety of formats
including video, radio,
and podcasts.

“The Web has grown
out of just atextual
experience,” explains
Martin Spriggs, WELS
chief technology officer.
“Web visitors expect their
information to be
delivered through multi-
media channels. The
ability to stream audio
and video will add an
important dimension to
WEL S communications.”

From live broadcasts
of graduation services at
worker-training schools to
videos of WEL S world
mission fields, Streams
has programming for the
entire family. Children
can learn about Jesus with
Mr. Whistle videos, teens
can watch youth rally
presentations, and people
of all agescan listen to
Christian music, learn
about WEL S ministries
and programs, discover
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volunteer opportunities,
and much more.

“We want Streams to
focus on the Word by
making it applicableto
your everyday life,” says
Julie Duran, WELS
Webmaster. “When you
go for awalk or jog, listen
to a portable Streams
podcast. When you're
down and need alift,
search the site for
encouragement. When
you're at work, tune into
Streams radio.”

People can also
visit Streams to watch
live broadcasting of
WELS events. Upcoming
eventsinclude:

Commencement
Service at Martin
Luther College,
May 19 at 10 am.
CDT;

Cadl Serviceat
Martin Luther
College, May 19
at 2:30 p.m. CDT,
Call Day service
at Wisconsin
Lutheran
Seminary, May 24
at 10 am. CDT;
Graduation service
at Wisconsin
Lutheran
Seminary, May 25
at 10am. CDT,;
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and coverage of new programming that’s
WELS' synod added to Streams each
convention, July week, visit

30-Aug 3. http://streams.wels.net.

To watch these events
live, or to check out the

ONLINE DAILY DEVOTIONS PROVE POPULAR

Almost 10,000 people subscribe to Daily
Devations, a free devotion service provided by
WhatAboutJesus.com. Through this service,
subscribers receive a brief devotion in their e-mail
Monday through Friday.

A recent survey of the subscribers is helping
the Commission on Evangelism, the provider of
WhatAboutJesus.com, understand how the
devotions are impacting the subscribers. Twenty-
two percent of the Daily Devotions recipients
responded to the survey. “We were blown away by
the level of response,” says Pastor Ken Fisher,
project director.

Through this survey and its 45 pages of
overwhelmingly positive feedback, Fisher and his
team discovered that the Daily Devotions service
allows many recipients to, as one respondent
stated, “ start each day with a devotion—something
| never made time for before . . . but now it's so

This devotion service gives individuals an easy
way to get a daily dose of God's Word. “The
devations arrive in your inbox every day; al you
have to do is read them,” says Fisher. The
devotions are brief, applicable to life, and designed
with both the churched and unchurched in mind.
Two devotions each week are designated for Bible
study; the others focus on general topics.

To subscribe, go to www.whataboutjesus.com
and click on Daily Devotions.
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Mission Prayers

May 6

Risen Lord, you give
us the sure hope of life.
Aswe walk together with
our brothers and sistersin
faithin Malawi and
Zambia, we ask that you
would bless our
missionaries and the
national pastors with
dedication and joy in their
work. Help our
missionaries and the
national pastorsto work
as ateam to proclaim the
hope that isoursin the
resurrection. Asthe new
graduates of the seminary
go out to preach your
Word grant them
confidence and strength.

May 13

Lord of the Church,
you send workers out into
your fields of labor to
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prepare your people for
works of service. Bless
the recruiters of your
Seminary in Zambia as
they look for men who are
willing to prepare for
service. Blessthese men
with strength of faith,
knowledge of your Word,
the wisdom to apply that
Word, and zeal in
proclaiming your love.
Bless the plans of The
Lutheran Church of
Central Africato send
missionaries into
Mozambique. May many
more souls be won for
your kingdom.

May 20

Risen Savior, bless
the men at Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary that
are preparing themselves
to serve you in your
kingdom. We ask that
you would send a special
outpouring of your Spirit
on those men who have
now been called to serve
you in your kingdom.
Grant them wisdom and
joy asthey proclaim your
love and the hope. Let
them never tire of serving
you, the ever-living
Savior.
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May 27

Holy Spirit, asyou
empowered the disciples
on Pentecost Day to
proclaim the message of a
Risen Savior so also light
your firein hearts of the
graduates of Martin
Luther College. We
thank you for presenting
these workers for your
church. Blesstheir
service. Move them to
show great love and zeal
in teaching our children
your precious truths.

Spiritual Growth
Study this Month

New Testament:

“Farewell & Arrest”
Acts 20-21

“Paul Witnesses to
Leaders & Kings”
Acts 24

“Paul Preaches
While Imprisoned”
Acts 27 & 28

“Jesus’ Teaching
on Prayer”
Luke 11
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Do not be anxious
about anything, but in
everything, by prayer
and petition, with
thanksgiving, present
your reguests to God.

Philippians 4:6

Almighty God,
your Son, our Savior,
Jesus Christ ascended
far above al heavens
in order to fill all
things. Give us faith to
see that by his cross he
saved us, by his life he
assured us of eternal
life, and according to
his promise he
continues to be with us
on earth to the end of
the age. By his Spirit
lead us in love to live
for him and to tell of
him to al who will
listen. We pray in the
name of our ascended
Lord.

Amen.

Read a selection of
Pastor Brown’s sermons at
www.ourredeemerlutheran.com
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Create and send a “ Heaven
Sent“ online postcard for free:
http: //mww.wel s.net/cqi -

bin/ecards/index.cqi




