
 

������������ � � �� �� ��� �� �	 � 
� ��� 
 �� � � � ��  

115 N. First Street, Suites A&B, Downtown Union City, TN  38261 
731.885.2747 

www.ourredeemerlutheran.com 
 

Pastor:  Matthew Brown  ·   Vicar:  David Parsons 
 

June 2007 
  
Dear 
Friends, 
             
Last 
night my 
family 
returned 
from a 

trip to Wisconsin. We 
went to visit my family 
and to attend a graduation 
service. The trip up went 
pretty good. Our three 
boys rode relatively well 
for being crammed into 
the back seat of our 
Honda Accord. The trip 
home was a different 
story. It took longer. 
There was more crying. 
There were unexpected 
stops to clean up messes.  

As the father of 
three young boys I found 
myself getting frustrated. 
It becomes very easy to 
yell and lose your temper. 
On a few occasions I 
remember looking to the 
back seat and thinking, “ If 
this is how they are now, 
what are we in for in the 
future?”  Parenting is a 
challenge no matter the 
gender or age of your 
children. Parents get 
frustrated and lose their 
temper.  
            We love our 

children dearly, but we 
still get frustrated. Our 
heavenly Father loves us 
dearly. Does he get 
frustrated with us? He has 
every reason to. He hears 
all our foolish complaints. 
He sees all the sinful 
actions that we try to hide 
from everyone else. He 
knows the thoughts of our 
hearts that are tainted 
with pride. Does he get 
frustrated with his 
children? 
             Our heavenly 
Father does not threaten 
to pull the car over and 
take off his belt. Our 
heavenly Father looks at 
us with his law and 
exposes our sinfulness. 
We can’ t hide from that 
stare and we can’ t ignore 
it. But then our heavenly 
Father does something 
that earthly parents really 
struggle with. He forgives 
our sin and forgets about 
our sin. He does this 
because he sent his Son to 
pay for all our sins. Jesus, 
the sinless, eternal Son of 
God came here to die for 
all our sins. He completed 
his work and now we are 
forgiven and our sin is 
forgotten. 

This forgiveness 
and the eternal life in 
heaven that comes from it 

is God’s gift to us. We 
don’ t earn it. We never 
could. Our status as God’s 
dearly loved children is 
all his doing. The Apostle 
John says it this way in 
his first letter. “ How 
great is the love the 
Father  has lavished on 
us that we should be 
called children of God! 
And that is what we 
are!”  (1 John 3:1) 

On our trip 
through this life we act up 
and find our way into sin. 
But our heavenly Father 
is always pointing out that 
sin and comforting us 
with forgiveness in Jesus. 
And it is this love of the 
Father that enables us to 
be loving in our 
relationships with each 
other, with three small 
boys in the back seat, 
with a spouse or friend 
and even with an enemy. 
That love makes our trip 
home to heaven a real joy.  
            I look forward to 
seeing you soon and 
sharing God’s Word with 
you. God bless you all. 

Pastor Matt Brown 
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JUNE 
Service Schedule 

 

Sunday, 10:45 AM:  
Spiritual Growth 

Study & Children©s 
Sunday School  

followed by 
Fellowship & 

Worship  
 

Please Note:  
Sunday, June 3rd 

will be at 3:00 PM 
instead of 10:45 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Cara Noelle Leatherberry - Baptized May 13th  
From left:  Pastor Brown, Katie Leatherberry, 

Danielle Leatherberry with Cara, Brandon 
Leatherberry & Cole Leatherberry 

 
We join the Leatherberry family in 

thanking God for the blessing of a baby 
girl named Cara.  She was born May 3rd 
and was baptized at Our Redeemer on 
May 13, 2007.  We pray that the Lord 
would continue to watch over their 
family. 
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Joan Haughn 
arranged 

Autumn Joy, 
Salvia,  

&  Hasta in 
planters  

to beautify  
our church 

entrance 

We give thanks for  
ear thly fathers 

 
Almighty God, our Holy 
Creator, because of your 
love and mercy in Christ 
Jesus, our sins are 
forgiven. You have given 
us the right to live 
eternally as your holy 
children. We give thanks 
for the earthly fathers you 
have given to each of us. 
Lead us to respect and 
honor them. If we are 
now fathers, grant that we 
may take seriously the 
great responsibility to be 
faithful teachers and 
guides in your way for 
our children. Forgive us 
when we fail. We pray in 
the name of our Savior 
Jesus Christ, who 
followed perfectly the 
will of his Father in 
heaven and rescued us 
sinners. Amen  
 

¨̈̈̈ ¨̈̈̈ ¨̈̈̈  
 

SPECIAL CD RATES 
AVAILABLE FOR WELS 
MEMBERS 

The WELS Church 
Extension Fund, Inc. 
(CEF) is offering a 
special 6 percent interest 
rate on new money 
invested in an 18-month 
certificate.  

 
 
This special offer is 

available to WELS 
members, congregations, 
and affiliates through 
June 30, 2007. 

Those interested in 
investing should read the 
Offering Circular, 
available online at 
www.wels.net/jump/cef. 
For more information, 
contact WELS Church 
Extension Fund toll free 
at 866-511-7793 or 
cef@sab.wels.net.  

WELS CEF provides 
loans and grants for 
mission-minded 
endeavors and projects 
under the direction of 
WELS’  Board for Home 
Missions.  

 
 
Qualified mission 

congregations in North 
America use these funds 
to acquire parsonages, 
land sites, and ministry 
facilities as tools for 
gospel outreach. 

Investments are not 
FDIC or SIPC insured. 
Not a bank deposit. No 
synod guarantee. 
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Spiritual Growth 
Study this Month 

 
 
� “ Jesus’ Teaching 

on Prayer”  
             Luke 11 

 
 
� “ Abraham Prays for 

Lot”                          
               Genesis 18 

 
 
� “ Life of Jeremiah”   
                       Jeremiah 1 
 
 
� “ Daniel Interprets 

the King’s Dream”                                 
                   Daniel 2                        

 

 
Graduation prayer  

 
Dear Savior, bless all those who begin a new stage in their 
lives. Teach them to know you as the true wisdom of God 
that has come down from heaven. Lead them to find 
fulfillment in their daily walks with you, rather than in 
worldly success. And increase in them the understanding 
that, because we are pilgrims and strangers on this earth, 
the things of this world are not an end in themselves, but 
are a means of preparing for the commencement of the life 
to come. Amen. 
 
Congratulations & God’s blessings to all of the graduates 
from WELS schools & seminary and all of our local 
graduates!  

Read Through 
My Bible in  
3 Years  
 
This Bible reading plan 
corresponds with the 
schedule published in 
WELS "Forward in 
Christ" magazine.  
 
You can have the 
readings delivered to 
your e-mail or to your 
RSS reader. This Bible 
reading ser ies is 
designed to take only a 
few minutes each day. 
To select a delivery 
method or follow along 
online, go to 
www.wels.net, at the 
selections on the left, put 
your mouse on “Faith”  
then “Bible”  then “Bible 
Reading”  then “3 year 
Plan.”    
A print version is also 
available through the 
NPH online catalog. If 
you haven©t started in 
January, that©s okay. Feel 
free to jump in and start 
in the middle of a year. 
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      Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in 
everything, by prayer 
and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. 

Philippians 4:6 
 
Help us to listen and 

study Your  Word 
 

     Lord Jesus, as You 
taught the disciples the 
meaning of Your 
Word, You still teach 
us. Help us to listen 
with all our ability to 
Your Word. Help us to 
devote our hearts and 
minds to all which You 
have said. As we study, 
send the Holy Spirit to 
be with us, so that we 
too can remember all 
which You have 
promised, trust in all 
which You have done, 
and apply all which we 
learn from Your Word 
to our daily life. We 
ask this in Your name, 
dear Teacher.    Amen.  
 

Mission Prayers 
 

June 3 
Triune God, as our 
synod’s districts, 
conferences and circuits 
meet to prepare our synod 
delegates for convention, 
cause them to trust your 
loving and almighty 
guidance of your church 
on earth. Endow them 
with wisdom from on 
high and the humble spirit 
of Christ-like service to 
others. Form your plans in 
their minds and hearts and 
give them the strength to 
pursue and accomplish 
them. 
 
 
June 10 
Holy Spirit, at Pentecost 
you equipped your 
Church to reach out to the 
world with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. In many 
ways today, you are 
bringing the world to our 
churches. Open the eyes 
of your people to the 
cross-cultural 
opportunities before them. 
We thank you for the 
blessing of men from 
different cultures 
currently studying to 
become pastors here and 
around the world. Bless 

them, their families and 
the kingdom work they 
will soon set out to 
accomplish. 
 
June 17 
Lord Jesus, we praise you 
for blessing our 
missionaries’  work in 
Japan these past 50 years. 
May our Christian 
brothers and sisters in 
Japan celebrate this 
milestone to your glory. 
Continue to bless their 
efforts to reach out to the 
millions of lost souls in 
Japan. Use us to support 
their work with our 
offerings and with men 
and women willing to 
work in this vast mission 
field. 
 
June 24 
Lord God, we ask for 
your abundant blessing on 
the Christian message 
being broadcast via radio 
in Japan to over 5 million 
people each Sunday. Give 
strength, good health and 
your divine protection to 
missionaries Habben, 
Stahmann, Wordell and 
their families. Present 
them with opportunities to 
apply your law and gospel 
to the young people of 
Japan and to Japanese 
families that are hurting. 
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